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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tate 
(US006400803B1). 

Regarding Claim 7, Tate discloses a DSL suppression circuit for suppressing DSL 
modem operation (see FIG. 2, CPE 12, or see FIG. 3, CPE 300) on a local loop (see FIG. 3, local 
loop/line port 340), comprising: 

a loop current detector (see FIG. 2, lifeline detect in CPE 12) for sensing current drain on 
the local loop (see FIG. 2-3 , the current drain/off-hook is detected when the circuit is 
enable/activated for lifeline mode); see col. 4, line 8-24; 50-67; see col. 5, line 16-46; also see 
FIG. 5); 

a means for providing a suppression signal controllable by said loop current detector (see 
FIG. 3, upon loss/removal/fail of local power, a combined system of Lifeline router 320 and 
relay switches 331-334, 301 is arranged to provide direct connection by means of a 
signal/indication to switch to a lifeline mode; see col. 4, line 36-45, 50 to col. 5, line 27); and 

upon loss/removal of local power, relay switches are arranged to provide direct voice 
connection 
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a master DSL modem (see FIG. 3, DSL modem 310) operative coupled to a subscriber 
line interface circuit (SLIC) (see FIG. 3, an interface circuit of the switch 331-334 and 301 for 
subscriber), said master DSL modem operating in a quiescent state upon receiving the 
suppression signal (see col. 4, line 1-33, 56-62; see col. 5, line 17-46; a DSL modem 310 is 
unavailable/suspended/down when it is in a lifeline mode), wherein the SLIC provides power to 
a subscriber line (see FIG. 3, local subscriber line 351-354) during the quiescent state (see col. 4, 
line 1-33, 56-62; see col. 5, line 17-46; interfaces of the switches 331-334 and 301 provides 
power to local subscriber line 351-354 bypassing a DSL modem 310 in a lifeline mode). 

Regarding Claim 8, Tate discloses a relay (see FIG. 3, relay within a switch 331-334 
and 301) operable on a removal of power to connect a voice conductor pair to the local loop (see 
col. 4, line 30-62; upon loss/removal of local power, relay switches are arranged to provide direct 
voice connection). 

Regarding Claim 9, Tate discloses a method for providing a customer premise line 
connection (see FIG. 2, CPE 12, or see FIG. 3, CPE 300) to a DSL modem (see FIG. 3, DSL 
modem 310) comprising the steps of: 

detecting whether the line has a off-hook condition or an on-hook condition (see FIG. 2; 
see FIG. 2, lifeline detect in CPE 12, see FIG. 5; see col 4, line 8-24; 50-67; see col. 5, line 16- 
46; detecting whether the circuit is "off the hook" (i.e. when the circuit is enable/activated for 
lifeline mode) or "on the hook" (i.e. when the circuit is idle/normal in normal mode))) and 

energizing a relay (see FIG. 3, relay within switches 331-334 and 301) to couple the 
customer premise line to a DSL modem, wherein the line has said on-hook condition (see FIG. 3, 
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DSL modem 310; see col. 4, line 9-24; 37-59; in normal mode when there circuit is not activated, 
relay switches the subscriber line 340 to a DSL modem 310), 

activating switching means for bypassing the DSL modem during a quiescent state (see 
FIG. 3, Lifeline router 320 sending a signal/indication to bypass a DSL modem 310 in a lifeline 
mode when a DSL modem 310 is unavailable/suspended/down; see col. 4, line 36-45, 50 to col. 
5, line 27). 

Regarding Claim 10, Tate discloses wherein the step of detecting said off-hook 
condition comprises the step of sensing current drain (see FIG. 2-3, the current drain/off-hook is 
detected when the circuit is enable/activated for lifeline mode); see col. 4, line 8-24; 50-67; see 
col. 5, line 16-46; also see FIG. 5). 

Regarding Claim 11, Tate discloses the step of booting up a processor (see FIG. 2, CPE 
12, or see FIG. 3, CPE 300 has a processor and that must be turn on (i.e. booting) to perform 
processing; see col. 3, line 35-65; see col. 4, line 45-65). 

Regarding Claim 12, Tate discloses connecting the line to at least one subscriber line 
interface circuit (SLIC) (see FIG. 3, relay 331-334 and 301 connects the line to an interface 
circuit of the switch 331-334 and 301 for each subscriber in the lifeline mode; see col. 4, line 36- 
45, 50 to col. 5, line 27). 

Regarding Claim 13, Tate discloses connecting the DSL modem to a subscriber line (see 
FIG. 3, relay 331-334 and 301 connects the line to DSL modem 310 for each subscriber in the 
normal mode; see FIG. 3, DSL modem 310; see col. 4, line 9-24; 37-59). 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Regarding claims 7 and 8, applicant's arguments filed 9-20-05 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 7-8, the applicant argued that, "...Tate fails to disclose or suggest 
the SLIC providing power to a subscriber line during the quiescent state. . .Thus, Tate fails to 
provide power to the subscriber during any state of DSL modem 310. . in page 9, paragraph 2- 
3. 

In response to applicant's argument, the examiner respectfully disagrees with the 
argument above. Tate discloses the SLIC (see FIG. 3, an interface circuit of the switch 331- 
334 and 301 for subscriber) providing power to a subscriber line (see FIG. 3, local subscriber 
line 351-354) during the quiescent state (see col. 4, line 1-33, 56-62; see col. 5, line 17-46; 
interfaces of the switches 331-334 and 301 provides power to local subscriber line 351-354 
bypassing a DSL modem 310 in a lifeline mode). 

Note that it is well established in the art of conventional telephony, a central office (CO) 
provides current (e.g. at -48V or -50V DC) to a subscriber line when the line is off-hook (i.e. the 
line is activated by taking the phone of the hook), which is disclosed by Tate FIG. 4 as set forth 
above. Thus, Tate disclose in the event of the local power failure, a DSL modem is set to 
unavailable/suspended mode/lifeline mode (i.e. quiescent state), the CO distributes power to the 
interface circuits of the switch 331-334 and 301, the interface circuits switch relays to provide 
the power to a subscriber line in lifeline mode by bypassing modem. Thus, the applicant claimed 
invention is clearly discloses by Tate as stated above. 
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Moreover, the applicant claimed invention is so well known and established in the art as 
"lifeline" system as disclosed by the following prior arts: 

1) Bridger et al. - US006272209B1- see FIG. 3; providing lifeline service for power 
outage at CPE 350. 

2) Chea, Jr. et al.- US006546089B1- FIG. 4; providing lifeline service for power outage 

at CPE. 

3) Akers -US005883941A - see FIG. 1; providing lifeline service for power outage at 

CPE. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9-13 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ian N. Moore whose telephone number is 571-272-3085. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM- 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-3126. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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